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he “6th SoftFair – 2005” with the slogan “Experience the latest 

tech, Live!” organized by NSU Computer Club was held on last 4-6 

August at the Bashundhara City Exhibition Center, Level 7, Block-B. 

This is the annual mega event of NSUCC, one of the biggest clubs at 

North South University. It was held with great enthusiasm by more 

than sixty dedicated members including the Executive Body members, 

In-Charges of the different departments and the general members of 

NSUCC working extremely hard for about a month under the guidance 

of Mr. K. Shajadul Hasan, Faculty Advisor, NSUCC, to make this fair a 

great success. 

The main objective of the event “SoftFair” is to build a bridge 

between two sides of the Information & Communication Technology 

(ICT) Sector— the corporate side and the university students. The ICT 

Sector of Bangladesh is actually divided in these two categories, the 

corporate world and the university students. Students studying in 

ICT field have little idea about the real world of Information & 

Com m unication Technology from  their four years bachelors’ course. 

To get a proper idea of the corporate field and thus be prepared for 

their future in a better way, students need the chance to come in 

contact with the IT firms. IT firms need to get some idea about what 

type of projects students usually work on and what are their 

capabilities, because in a few years time, they would be hiring these 

people for different jobs. The link between these two sides is thus 

very important and unfortunately that linkage is quite weak here in 
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our country. Consequently to strengthen the bond, SoftFair is 

organized annually by NSU Computer Club.  

With the course of time, the Computer Club has broadened its 

perspective of selecting participants, and has included the telecom 

companies, ISPs, Online Job Sites and other firms related to the IT 

field as a new addition to the previously participating Software & 

Hardware firms and universities from all over the country. The 

reason behind this is to gather all the parts of ICT Sector under one 

roof for three days time to lessen the communication gap formed due 

to lack of opportunity.  

The opening ceremony of the “6th SoftFair – 2005” was held at 

the seminar hall of Bashundhara City, Level 7. Professor Dr. M. 

Asaduzzaman, Chairman, University Grants Commission, Bangladesh 

was present as the chief guest of the ceremony. Dr. Hafiz G. A. Siddiqi, 

Vice Chancellor, North South University, was the special guest.  

The target people of the fair were students and general public 

particularly who are interested in ICT. Entry was kept free for 

everyone at the SoftFair.  

This year there were 46 stalls of 29 participant companies and 

universities. The educational institutions among the participants this 

year are North South University, Asian University, Bangladesh 

University of Engineering & Technology (BUET), Daffodil 

International University, Daffodil Institute of IT, Darul Ihsan 

University, South East University, Stamford University and 

WWW.Education.com.BD. The Software firms that participated are 

AlimSoft, Anupam Infotek Limited, Axiom Technologies Ltd., 

Bangaliana, MamTech Ltd., Micros Digital, RZM Soft, Shailee Digital 
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Prokashoni and The Decode Ltd. Hardware participant firms are 

Global Brand Pvt. Ltd., HEWLETT-PACKARD, Mosita Computers & 

Engineers Ltd. and Multilink International Co. Ltd. ISPs that 

participated are Global Online and Daffodil Online Ltd. Jobsites that 

participated are bdJobs.com Ltd., JobBangla.com, JOBSA1.COM, 

Sheradam.com and Sisco Network Information & Telecom Ltd. 

The universities came up with different projects developed by 

the students. North South University had taken four stalls 

altogether to exhibit 5 different students’ projects called “Native 

Mobiling”, “Real-Estate Management System”, “The Elite Force”, 

“Maximum Speed” and “Hunter”. The young programmers attracted 

quite a huge amount of crowd of age ranging from elementary school 

children to grown-ups as they arranged for the viewers to play the 

games in huge multimedia projector screens and also in mobile 

phones.  

South East University had three projects to display— “E-home”, 

“Class Scheduler” and “Bank of Persia”. BUET presented their 

innovative project “Bangla SMS” and gathered a huge crowd in their 

stall all through out the fair. Asian University showed “Shadheen 

Bangla Desktop Software” in the SoftFair and Stam ford U niversity’s 

projects were “Aspects of E-Government System in Bangladesh and 

its Applications”, “Online University Management System” and 

“Customized Design and Development of a Chat System and File 

Transferring Mechanism for a LAN”. Darul Ihsan University had two 

projects to display, “Distributed Polling System” and “Dhaka WASA 

Billing Management System”. Daffodil International University 
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displayed “Student Information & Registration System”, “Billing 

System” and “Library Management System”.  

At the stall number 33, free internet use was provided by the 

official ISP of the SoftFair for the viewers at the fair.  

A judgment of the projects and products presented by the 

students and the corporate firms took place on the second day of the 

SoftFair. Dr. Farruk Ahmed, Dept. of CSE, NSU, Dr. M. Kaykobad, Dept. 

of CSE, NSU, Mr. Munirul Islam, Dept. of CSE, NSU and Dr. Golam 

Haider Ali, Dhaka University were in the judge panel. Three 

universities and three corporate firms won prizes for being the best 

three at their respective categories.  

An interesting seminar on “Networking and Simulation” 

organized by the Bangladesh ICT Journalist Forum (BIJF) took place 

on the third day of the SoftFair. Speakers at the seminar were Mr. 

Emdad Ahmed from Dept. of CSE, NSU and Dr. Atiqur Rahman Ahad 

from Dhaka University. The audiences were mostly students, who 

eagerly attended the seminar to learn about networking and 

simulation. Mr. Emdad Ahmed gave a briefing on networking, while Dr. 

Atiqur Rahman Ahad described about Simulation. He mentioned some 

simulators that could be downloaded from the internet and tried out 

at home just for the beginners.  

The Closing & Award Giving Ceremony was held at the seminar 

hall of Bashundhara City, Level 7 on August 6, 2005. It was a great 

evening for the CCers who were in high spirits and very glad to have 

organized the fair with such a huge success and it was also great for 

the winners of both the corporate field and the university students. 
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It was thrilling to wait for the Award Giving, since till then the 

names of the winners were kept secret. Dr. Hafiz G. A. Siddiqi, Vice 

Chancellor, NSU was the chief guest of the Closing Ceremony, and Dr. 

S. A. M. Khairul Bashar, Pro Vice Chancellor, NSU was present as the 

special guest.   

The “6th SoftFair – 2005” had “Channel I” and “The Independent” 

as its media partners while there were news of the SoftFair 2005 in 

most of the newspapers of the country and NTV showed the SoftFair 

in their weekly program on IT “Right Click”. Daffodil Online was the 

Internal Networking Partner, Global Online was the Official ISP and 

JOBSA1.COM was the web partner of the event. 

 

--Syeda Madeeha Bokhari 

 

http://sms-infotech.com/nsucc/index.asp?C=memberinfo&id=47

